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TEIGNMOUTH  URBAN  SISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  -  1967 


To:  The  Chairman 

and  Members  of  the  Teiqnmouth  Urban  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1967,  together  with 
that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  live  births  were  recorded,  an 
increase  of  fourteen  on  the  preceding  year.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  deaths 
were  reported,  as  against  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  during  1966, 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  deaths  exceeded  births  by  seventy-eight. 
The  population  however  rose  during  the  year  by  three  hundred.  This,  of  course, 
is  due  in  the  main  to  the  steady  influx  of  elderly  people,  who  retire  to  this 
area , 


The  corrected  birth  rate,  i.e.  the  birth  rate  adjusted  by  a  standardization 
formula,  which  allows  for  the  fact  that  the  district  has  a  larger  proportion  of 
elderly  people  than  is  found  in  the  more  industrialised  parts  of  the  country, 
showed  a  rise  from  16,55  in  1966  to  19.54  in  1967.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  this  rise  can  almost  completely  be  accounted  for  by  the  relatively  high 
instance  of  illegitimate  births,  which  occurred  in  Teignmouth  during  the  year. 
One  stillbirth  occurred  during  1967,  as  opposed  to  the  nil  return  for  the 
previous  year.  Again  an  indication  of  the  high  standard  of  the  midwifery 
services  in  the  district. 

Although  the  number  of  deaths,  which  occurred  during  the  year,  were  thirty- 
four  more  than  the  previous  year,  the  corrected  death  rate  at  9.9  per  thousand 
,  total  population,  was  still  well  below  the  death  rate  applying  to  the  total 

population  of  England  and  Wales.  Regarding  the  causes  of  death,  well  over  half 
the  deaths  which  occurred  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation. 
Thirty-eight  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  in  one 
form  or  the  other  and  it  is  of  particular  interest  that  ten  males  died  of  cancer 
of  the  lung.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  continues  to  increase  and  despite 
the  well  known  association  between  lung  cancer  and  cigarette  smoking,  it  seems 
that  little  is  being  done  effectively  to  discourage  the  young  from  taking  up 
this  habit.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  almost  irrefutable  evidence  that 
cigarette  smoking  has  a  strong  connection  with  other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system  and  also  with  coronary  thrombosis.  An  investigation  into 
the  whole  economics  of  cigarette  smoking  would,  one  would  think,  be  well  worth 
while  for  although  there  is  a  tremendous  revenue  obtained  from  the  sale  of 
cigarettes,  there  is  also  a  vast  amount  of  waste,  both  financial  and  physical, 
which  must  more  than  counteract  the  benefits  to  the  Exchequer, 
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The  year  1967  was  a  year  in  which  measles  was  relatively  high  and 
sixty-four  cases  were  reported.  Whether  nr  not  this  is  an  accurate  record 
of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  very  hard  to  tell,  for  it  is  well  known 
that  many  Doctors  do  not  send  in  their  Notification  Certificates,  except  in 
those  infectious  diseases  which  are  regarded  as  of  serious  significance. 
However,  one  hopes  that  when  the  new  measles  vaccine  becomes  more  universally 
used,  that  measles  will,  like  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  diphtheria,  tetanus, 
whooping  cough,  typhoid  and  tuberculosis,  appear  only  as  a  rarity. 

The  facts  regarding  the  low  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  indicates 
the  success  of  the  campaign  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Service  Medical 
Officers  and  Family  Doctors  in  the  prevention  of  these  diseases  by  means  of 
vaccination  and  inoculation.  There  is  no  fame  or  glamour  in  having  seen 
that  thousands  of  doses  of  poliomyelitis  are  given.  The  results  however  are 
far  more  tangible  than  those  obtained  by  the  sensational  procedures  in  the 
realms  of  medicine  and  surgery  of  which  one  reads. 

The  duties  of  a  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  concerned  with 
environmental  health  and  it  follows  that  with  the  low  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  that  the  scope  of  his  duties  have  decreased.  In  addition  there  has, 
over  the  years,  been  a  gradual  improvement  both  in  the  standards  and  also  in 
the  responsibility  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  This  factor  too 
has  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  the  call  on  the  services  of  a  M-dical  Officer 
of  Health.  It  is  only  about  twenty-five  years  ago  that  each  of  the  District 
Councils  had  its  own  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  a  full  or  part  time  basis. 

My  illustrious  predecessor,  Dr,  H.B,  Mapleton,  was  employed  full  time  by  the 
Newton  Abbot  Rural  and  Urban  District  Councils  and  I  am  sure  that  he  was 
fully  occupied.  Conditions  over  the  years  have  improved  and  at  the  present 
time  only  about  one  half  of  my  time  is  devoted  to  the  five  District  Councils 
with  whom  I  am  associated. 

Once  again,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors  and  all 
members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation  received. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


September,  196S 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  .  2,068 

Population  mid  1967  12,130 

Population  1961  Census  .  11,520 

Rateable  Value  as  at  the  1st  January,  1967  .  £467,335 

Rateable  Value  as  at  the  31st  December,  1967  .  £487,872 

Product  of  Id,  rate  -  1967/1968  (Estimated)  .  £1,905 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Male  Female  T  otal 

Legitimate  64  66  130 

Illegitimate  13  10  23 

77  76  153 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  12,61 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  19,54 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  13,0 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  17,2 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  -  England  and  Wales  17,2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  15,03 

Stillbirths 

Male  Female  T  otal 

Legitimate  -  1  1 

Illegitimate  _  _  _ 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths  6,49 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths  - 

/\dministrative  County  of  Devon  12,8 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  14,0 

Deaths 

The  average  age  at  death  from  all  causes  was  found  to  be  75,09 
years.  The  average  age  of  all  male  deaths  was  71,44  years  and  for 
female  deaths  78,07  years, 

Male  Female  T  otal 

105  126  231 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  19,04 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  9,90 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14,4 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  9,8 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  -  England  and  Wales  11,2 

-  3  - 
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Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year) 

Mole  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3  -  3 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  lOOQ  related  live  births  19,60 

Infant  Mortality  rate  -  Administrative  County  of  Devon  11.32 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  16,3 

Legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  23.07 


Neonatal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks) 


Male  F  emale  Total 

Legitimate  1  -  1 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1000  related  live  births  6.53 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  -  Administrative  County  of  Devon  7.28 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  VJales  12,5 


Perinatal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week) 

Male  Female  T  otal 

Legitimate  1  -  1 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  week)  per  1000  live  and  stillbirths  - 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  18,63 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  25,4 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  Teignmouth  during  1967. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  within  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon, 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

Male  F  emale 

Infants  under  four  weeks  1 


Four  weeks  and  i 

under  one  year 

2 

— 

1 

4 

- 

- 

5 

14 

- 

- 

15 

24 

- 

- 

25 

34 

- 

- 

35 

44 

- 

1 

45 

54 

9 

3 

55 

64 

11 

8 

65 

74 

40 

29 

75  and 

over 

42 

85 

105  126 

Total;  231 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide 


Total:  231 


Male 

1 

10 

9 

1 

20 

31 

3 

7 

3 
1 

4 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

105 


F  emale 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 

27 

22 

3 

16 

6 

8 

4 

17 

2 

4 

126 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Male  F  emale 

Measles  35  29 

Meningitis  1 

Sonne  Dysentery  -  1 

Whooping  Cough  2  1 

'yj  32 


Total 

64 

1 

1 

3 

?9 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1967. 

No  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

Details  of  the  pulmonary  cases  are  set  out  in  the  following  table 

Male  Female 

Age  Periods 

Under  five  years 
5-14 
15  -  24 

25  -  44 

45  -  65 

66  and  over 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948  and  1951 

In  no  case  was  Official  action,  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951,  necessary  during  1967. 
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SECTION  11  -  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 
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SECTION  111  -  Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 


TABLE  C 


PASSENGER  TRAFFIC 


Number  of  passengers  INWARDS 


This  is  not 


Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  ... 
a  port  approved  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920 


CARGO  TRAFFIC 


Principal  IMPORTS;  Coal,  Timber,  Tiles, 

Fertilizer,  Grain  (Animal 
Food  Stuffs)  Hardboard  and 
Potatoes , 

Principal  EXPORTS:  Clay  and  Scrap  Metal, 


PORTS  from  which  Ships  arrive 

Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  Bayonne,  Bilbao,  Bremen,  Brest,  Caen,  Calais, 
Capella,  Cherbourg,  Concarneau,  Dieppe,  Dordrecht,  Duvarnenez, 
Dunkirk,  Fecamp,  Gijon,  Granville,  Ghent,  Gruvon,  Guernsey, 

Hamburg,  Hamina,  Honfleur,  Kasko,  Kemi,  Kiel,  Kotka,  Le  Guildo,  Le 
Havre,  La  Pcllice,  Morlaix,  Nantes,  Pafajef,  Pelluden,  Pontrieux, 
Quimper,  Randers,  Roscoff,  Rotterdam,  Rouen,  Rumpst,  S  ‘ntander,  St, 
Brieuc,  St.  Helier,  St.  Malo,  St.  Nazaire,  St.  Peter  Port, 
Scheveningen ,  Treguir,  Treport,  Uddeualla,  Zaandam. 

COASTWISE 


Amble,  Appledore,  Ardrossan,  Avonmouth,  Barnstaple,  Barrow, 
Barrydock,  Belfast,  Bideford,  Birkenhead,  Blyth,  Bridgwater, 
Bridport,  Bristol,  Cardiff,  Charlestown,  Coleraine,  Cork,  Cowes, 
Dartmouth,  Dover,  Dublin,  Dundalk,  Dungarven,  Exmouth,  Falmouth, 
Felixstowe,  Flushing,  Fowey,  Galway,  Garston,  Glasgow,  Goole, 
Grangemouth,  Greenock,  Great  Yarmouth,  Ipswich,  Hayle,  Hull, 

Kilkeel,  Kilrush,  Kinsale,  Lancaster,  Limerick,  Littlehampton , 
Liverpool,  London,  Londonderry,  Manchester,  Middlesbrough,  Milford 
Haven,  Mostyn,  Newhaven,  Newport,  New  Ross,  Par,  Penznnce,  Plymouth, 
Poole,  Portsmouth,  Preston,  Runcorn,  Sharpness,  Shoreham,  Silloth, 
Southampton,  Swansea,  Totnes,  Truro,  Waterford,  Weymouth, 


SECTION  IV  -  Inland  barge  traffic 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the 
traffic  “  Nil. 


SECTION  V/  -  Water  supply 

No  change. 


SECTION  VI  -  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952 

No  change. 
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SECTION  Vll  -  Smallpox 

The  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Smallpox  cases  will  be  sent  from 
the  district,  is  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  Liskeard,  Cornwall. 

(Tel.  No.  2385). 

2,  Transport  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  Plymouth  Ambulance 
Service,  (Tel,  No,  64101), 

3,  The  following  Consultant  is  available  as  and  when  necessary:- 

Dr,  W.H .St . John-Brooks , 

VVest  Cornwall  Hospital, 

Penzance,  Cornwall, 

Tel.  No,  Penzance  2382 

4,  Specimens  for  laboratory  diagnosis  will  be  sent  to  the:- 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue, 

London,  N.W.9. 


SECTION  Will  -  Venereal  Disease 
No  change. 


SECTION  IX  -  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other 

infectious  diseases  on  ships 

No  cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  were 
reported  during  the  year. 


SECTION  X  -  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of 
malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XI  ~  Measures  taken  against  ships 

inflicted  with  or  suspected  for  plaque 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 


SECTION  Xll  -  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships 

from  foreign  ports 

1 .  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats 

Enquiries  are  made  from  Masters  of  vessels  using  the  Port,  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  regarding  the  presence  of  rats. 

2 ,  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination 

of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the 

number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter.  No  rodents 
were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 
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Arrangements  in  the  district  for  derattinq  ships,  the  methods 
used,  and,  if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the 
contractor » 

A  ship  requiring  deratting  can  now  be  dealt  with  at  Teignmouth. 
4 .  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter  at  Teignmouth  during  1967. 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  port s 

No  rats  were  destroyed  at  Teignmouth,  during  1967,  in  ships  from 
foreign  ports. 

Derattinq  Certificates  and  Derattinq  Exemption  Certificates  issued 
during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports 

No  Deratting  Certificates  were  issued  during  1967.  Twenty 
Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  were  issued  during  1967. 


SECTION  Xlll  -  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 


Inspections  and  Notices 

Eighteen  inspections  were  carried  out  during  1967  of  ships  from 
foreign  ports.  No  Notices  were  served. 


SECTION  XIV  -  Public  Health  (Shell-fish) 

Regulations,  1934  and  1946 

No  change. 


SECTION  XV  -  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 
Not  applicable  to  this  Authority, 
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